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“A distinguised member of the General Committee of
Public Instruction in a minute on the subject expressed the
opinion, that if one rupee per mensem were expended on each
existing village school in the Lower Provinces, the ammount
would probably fall little short of 12 lakhs of rupees per annum,
This supposes that there are 100,000 such schoois in Bengal and
Bihar and assuming the population of these two Provinces to be
40,000,000 there would be a village schooi for every 400
persons.... Taking, therefore, eleven-thirtieths of the above—
mentioned 400 persons, and three—sevenths of the result, it
will follow that in Bengal and Bihar there is on an average
a village school for every sixty three children of the school
going age.”

sFeqs SyRo e @8 minutefs w@ar =W fwred AWE SUTOTE
s faresa foferes use ferates | Anathnath Basu, ed, Reports
on the State of Education in;Bengal (1835 & 1836) by William
Adam, Calcutta University, 1941 p. 6-7.
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(%) “Their number (number of villages in Bengal and Bihar)
has been officially estimated at 150,748 of which, not all,
but most have each a school.”

() “...and it will still appear that the system of village
schools is extensively prevalant ; that the desire to give
education to their male children must be deeply seated in the
minds of parents even of the humblest classes....” Basu, ed,

Adam’s Report.
]
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“Almost all the larger villages in Bengal contain common
schools.”

W. Ward, A view of the History, Literature and Mythology
of the Hindoos : Including a Minute Description of their Manner
and Customs and Translation from their Principal works,
Srerampore, 1818, vol. I, p. 160.
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“In Bengal, there had always existed a very large number of
indigenous school.”

¢...every large Hindu village possessed a school of its own,
and the foundation of a system of national education had, long
previous to British rule been laid by the spontaneous efforts of
Hindu and Muhammadan society.”

CRfemin . SyTwE, TR Se, RFUE PN @R SWED AP AT
Tl o PIREEE @8 AT SRS AREAS ST i STEE
e foavem awg Tl @ e FeRTRRRT S RERibd SiEsE See
KT TBS5T FTACES 0T N 23 7 )

W.W. Hunter, Report of the Education Commission, 1884,
Calcutta, p. 36, 56.
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“There is no public provision for these useful members of
society, and they depend entirely on their scholars for subsistence.”
Martin, History, Antiquities, Topography and Statistics of
Eastern India, vol. II, p. 705.

ql EE OE OTR ATl TRerE AR IR s fuw
fetaren

«There are not fewer than eleven teachers who instruct their
scholars gratuitiously, and of these there are not less than four
in one thana...” «...in each of the Bengal districts a greater or
less number of the teachers bestow their instruction gratuitiously,
and even teachers who are paid instruct many scholars who pay
nothing.” p. 250.
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TR @ SR MFE WF @ fereW e N 2 A1 SR SR
A R (ZETRE (AT AT 28 SIS SRR (W2 | 9B STEET
FRAT AAAT LR #9&71 1 Fowal Bogra frs | Basu : Adam’s Report,
p. 235.
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“The first rudiments of education are wusually given, both
by Hindus and Muhammadans, in small schools called Pathsala,
under the tution of teachers called Gurus, who may be of any
caste or religion, who are poorly rewarded...” Martin, ibid,
p. 705.
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“Parents of good caste do not hesitate tosend their children
of schools conducted by teachers of an inferior caste and even
of a different religion. For instance the Musalman teacher above
mentioned has Hindus of good caste among his scholars, and
this is equally true of the chandal and other low-caste teachers
enumerated.”

92 Cfeg s3I0 SNET SRS 2ETe AresT ¥ | Basu, Adam’s Report
p- 228.
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W | aEiseET , Recollection of My School days, ed. Mahadev
Prasad Saha, Edition Indian, Calcutta, 1969. p. 450-458.

391 “The Teachers depend entirely upon their scholars for
subsistence, and being little respected and poorly rewarded, there
is no encouragement for persons of character, talent or learning
to engage in the occupation.” Basu, ed. Adam’s Report. p. 7.
I DTG fersraa—

“The teachers, though qualified for what they undertake,
are persons in no way respectable, their rank in life being low,
their emolument scanty and sometimes their character publicly
tainted without any injury to their interests.””
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“In the matter of instruction there are some grounds for
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commendation for the course I have described has a direct
practical tendenty ; and if it were taught in all its parts, is
well adapted to qualify the scholars for engaging in the actual
business of native society. My recollection of the village schools
of Scotland do not enable me to pronounce that the instruc-
tion given in them has a more direct bearing upon the daily
interests of life than that which 1 find given, or professed to be
given, in the umbler village schools of Bengal.”

Basu, Adam’s Report, p. 146.
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“With regard to the nature of these works, the employment
of the Amara Kosha, the Ashta Sabdi, Ashta Dhatu, Subda-
Subanta and the verses of Chanakya as school-books in some
of the vernacular schools of the Bengal districts indicates a
higher grade of instruction than I had previously believed to
exist in those schools. With the exception of the verses of
Chanakya, the other works mentioned are gramatical and their
use is said to have been at one time general, which would
imply that they are the remains of a former superior system
of popular instruction preparatory, in the case of those who
could follow it up, to the more enlarged course of learned
study. The remaining works used in the common schools rank
low as compositions, and consist, for the most part, of the
praises and exploits of the Gods recognised by the established
religion of the country.”

Basu, Adam, p. 253.

Soree AFE S @8 Olem Gem su @l oAy fmmes @
ST S 28 | @ R S S quate | BT o8 56 |

sy 1w e ARTER e @ feaE @IS 52 ¢ A AeEErE



@neTE [ 90

ST AT SRR AT A FEiEen w2 | ey el
111 O €O B R 1 O 1 M e sl ol il 3
TR @R ‘SWEd fAges ~uia seioer e Sorens e wrear Ase’
—awRG {718 FAT AN @R A 3AFF AN IAAW (7558 2 A
1T SE6TT @R SLABAIE vifarae teat 2hvee | fweg ‘AuwEa fqyen
e @8 erest o3l frales S W 62 1 A A0S IW @ iR
fog; swfe areme AT SW,aT ZraTRel | 12 306 AIRSICSH (SEET (olset
TS FAS UK JMEGAT IS @LAT F61T A 7 | AKEAS T5FS SR Tea
19T TR 35E91S C9T ST ATN1F S1iaeE Wi fow; fog; omam
zualesl | (oA (R TS SR TAT=ATS ST SISPR’ SN AT
TG G2 OB 32911 1A AR ST AL | STRIST AL T T
ST S 26T Sy IR oIS NS SCATBI 2W1eH et |
QT A A GEE (A B ©fe STEN Ik Pl
Y 7S AT (o111 4 @ APl ATHel JISRAE 759 Fq19 22 S
24 ST 3 1
ool @ Tedrd fefe AlarerRe | ugg AEISPRIET 155d T2
eEr et ew faafme 1 araE wws e amer Avele FuRg
e fares #iafa 71at FT608 S |
331 S ¢ oiniws tom oware @ e oweid Tt agam
foa 1 fomg fafbserz’ am sEmes @ @ma @ arEeen tonen 2)e fee
TS AZ (AR | IF ¥R (SR T4t Torlae 2ibizet | e & foe
S TR S IS AR G fost quear Tt | avsesr o e
ST B6IF TS FALT BT 2T ST A1 @3 Sigrs—

FleEe ST AR08 |

@2 foF HRTA01 #1158 (30eT 630F
e fiweofiss (o SWEAR-EINERF  (oMerE  JiE S
sitexT A Ay Aceiere? | {6 53001 e fee bt smetles a1 wr-
Fifee (multi caste) fafws awrs MG ToF Swar Fi foy ofer
1 | 3gafe fomra feiws qga @Te (caste) oG S3@ ARG €3 g
AT 21 |
el Aeplen o freoniem  omemaE fefers Awmnita Gem aga
SCEFed @ afewie fzre Ame (waizes o Aiew @9 w9 fels
CoE AT | SRS ST @96 Tislee- i efvs er (3e 7w zan 10



